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to-day), but a common culture would dis-
regard the political frontiers altogether and
the heritage of Goethe and Hegel would be
as real in Danzig and Kattowitz as in Munich
or Dresden. The more unreservedly a
minority accepted its new political affinity
the more ready, of course, would the majority
be to let it seek its cultural affinities where it
would.
But it is idle to imagine that frontiers can
distinguish without dividing so long as they
remain first and foremost economic barriers,
Only if tariff wars are as definitely renounced
as war in the more familiar sense can Europe
become a society of friendly and peaceable
States. Tariffs are like armaments. As long
as they are being increased they breed
hostility, suspicion and alarm. Like arma-
ments they must be first limited, and then if
possible reduced, by international agreement.
That contention need not be stressed.
Sufficient has been said already of the
disastrous effect on European prosperity of
the feverish attempts to Balkanise industry
and keep out of each country's market goods
that some other country is in a position to
manufacture better or more cheaply. That
cannot continue. Tariff wars make bad
blood and bad balance-sheets. Trade itself